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EXCERPTS FROM THE CALIFORNIA VEHICLE CODE 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

False Statements 
20. It is unlawful to use a false or fictitious name, or to knowingly make any false statement or 

knowingly conceal any material fact in any document filed with the Department of Motor Vehicles or the 
Department of the California Highway Patrol. 

Legislative Policy: Red Lights and Sirens 
30. It is declared as a matter of legislative policy that red lights and sirens on vehicles should be 

restricted to authorized emergency vehicles engaged in police, fire and lifesaving services; and that other 
types of vehicles which are engaged in activities which create special hazards upon the highways should 
be equipped with flashing amber warning lamps. 

False Information to Peace Officer 
31. No person shall give, either orally or in writing, information to a peace officer while in the 

performance of his duties under the provisions of this code when such person knows that the information 
is false. 

DIVISION 1. WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED 

Authorized Emergency Vehicle 
165. An authorized emergency vehicle is: 
(a) Any publicly owned and operated ambulance, lifeguard, or lifesaving equipment or any privately 

owned or operated ambulance licensed by the Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol to operate 
in response to emergency calls. 

(b) Any publicly owned vehicle operated by the following persons, agencies, or organizations: 
(1) Any federal, state, or local agency, department, or district employing peace officers as that term is 

defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Part 2 of Title 3 of the Penal Code, for use by 
those officers in the performance of their duties. 

(2) Any forestry or fire department of any public agency or fire department organized as provided in the 
Health and Safety Code. 

(c) Any vehicle owned by the state, or any bridge and highway district, and equipped and used either for 
fighting fires, or towing or servicing other vehicles, caring for injured persons, or repairing damaged 
ighting or electrical equipment. 

(d) Any state-owned vehicle used in responding to emergency fire, rescue or communications calls and 
operated either by the Office of Emergency Services or by any public agency or industrial fire department 
to which the Office of Emergency Services has assigned the vehicle. 

(e) Any vehicle owned or operated by any department or agency of the United States government when 
the vehicle is used in responding to emergency fire, ambulance, or lifesaving calls or is actively engaged 
in law enforcement work. 

(f) Any vehicle for which an authorized emergency vehicle permit has been issued by the Commissioner 
of the California Highway Patrol. 

Legal Owner 
370. A "legal owner" is a person holding a security interest in a vehicle which is subject to the 

provisions of the Uniform Commercial Code, or the lessor of a vehicle to the State or to any county, city, 
district, or political subdivision of the State, or to the United States, under a lease, lease-sale, or rental-
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purchase agreement which grants possession of the vehicle to the lessee for a period of 30 consecutive 
days or more. 

Motor Truck 
410. A "motor truck" or "motortruck" is a motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained primarily for the 

transportation of property. 

Owner 
460. An "owner" is a person having all the incidents of ownership, including the legal title of a vehicle 

whether or not such person lends, rents, or creates a security interest in the vehicle; the person entitled to 
the possession of a vehicle as the purchaser under a security agreement; or the State, or any county, city, 
district, or political subdivision of the State, or the United States, when entitled to the possession and use 
of a vehicle under a lease, lease-sale, or rental-purchase agreement for a period of 30 consecutive days 
or more. 

Truck Tractor 
655. (a) A "truck tractor" is a motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other vehicles and 

not so constructed as to carry a load, other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and the load so drawn. 
As used in this section, "load" does not include items carried on the truck tractor in conjunction with the 
operation of the vehicle if the load carrying space for these items does not exceed 34 square feet. . . . 

Unladen Weight 
660. The "unladen weight" of a vehicle is the weight equipped and ready for operation on the road 

including the body, fenders, oil in motor, radiator full of water, with five gallons of gasoline or equivalent 
weight of other motor fuel; also equipment required by law, and unless exempted under Section 66l, any 
special cabinets, boxes or body parts permanently attached to the vehicle, and any machinery, equipment 
or attachment which is attendant to the efficient operation of the body or vehicle. . . . 

Water Tender Vehicle 
676.5. A "water tender vehicle" is a vehicle designed to carry not less than 1,500 gallons of water and 

used primarily for transporting and delivering water to be applied by other vehicles or pumping equipment 
at fire emergency scenes. 

DIVISION 2. ADMINISTRATION 

Authorized Emergency Vehicle Permit 
2416. (a) The Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol may issue authorized emergency vehicle 

permits only for the following vehicles, and then only upon a finding in each case that the vehicle is used in 
responding to emergency calls for fire or law enforcement or for the immediate preservation of life or 
property or for the apprehension of law violators: 

(1) Any vehicle maintained in whole or in part by the state, a county or a city and privately owned and 
operated by a marshal, deputy marshal, or person who is a member of, and who receives salary from, and 
is regularly employed by, a police department or sheriff's department, provided the state, county or city 
does not furnish to that person a publicly owned authorized emergency vehicle. 

(2) Any vehicle owned and operated by a public utility, used primarily to accomplish emergency repairs 
to utility facilities or used primarily by railroad police officers, who are commissioned by the Governor, in 
the performance of their duties. 

(3) Firefighting or rescue equipment designed and operated exclusively as such. 
(4) Any vehicle operated by the chief, assistant chief, or one other uniformed person designated by the 

chief of a fire department organized as provided in the Health and Safety Code or the Government Code 
or pursuant to special act of the Legislature. 
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(5) Any vehicle of an air pollution control district used to enforce provisions of law relating to air pollution 
from motor vehicles. 

(6) Any vehicle operated by the chief of any fire department established on any base of the armed 
forces of the United States. 

(7) Any vehicle owned and operated by any fire company organized pursuant to Part 4 (commencing 
with Section 14825) of the Health and Safety Code. 

(8) Privately owned ambulances licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section 2500). 
(9) Vehicles other than privately owned ambulances used by privately owned ambulance operators 

exclusively to transport medical supplies, lifesaving equipment, or personnel to the scene of an 
emergency when a request for medical supplies, lifesaving equipment, or personnel has been made by 
any person or public agency responsible for providing emergency medical transportation. These vehicles 
shall display a sign or lettering not less than two and one-half inches in height, in a color providing a sharp 
contrast to its background, on each side showing the name of the ambulance operator. 

(10) Any vehicle owned and operated by an office or department of a city, county, or district which is 
designated by an ordinance adopted by the governing body of that local agency as a hazardous materials 
response team vehicle for response to hazardous materials emergencies. 

(b) The commissioner may adopt and enforce regulations to implement this section. 
(c) Violation of any regulation adopted by the commissioner pursuant to this section is a misdemeanor. 

Suspension or Revocation of Permit 
2417. (a) The commissioner may suspend or revoke any permit issued for an authorized emergency 

vehicle under the following conditions: 
(1) The vehicle is operated in violation of any of the provisions of this code. 
(2) The vehicle is operated in violation of the rules and regulations relating to authorized emergency 

vehicles as promulgated by the commissioner. 
(3) The vehicle is not equipped as required by this code. 
(b) The permittee of any authorized emergency vehicle whose permit has been suspended or revoked 

shall be entitled, upon request, to a hearing in accordance with Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 
11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 

(c) When any authorized emergency vehicle permit has been suspended or revoked under provisions of 
this section, any additional authorized emergency vehicle permit issued in the name of the permittee may 
be likewise suspended or revoked. 

Obedience to Traffic Officers 
2800. It is unlawful to willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order, signal, or direction of any 

peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal 
Code, when that peace officer is in uniform and is performing duties under any of the provisions of this 
code, or to refuse to submit to any lawful inspection under this code. 

Inspection by Patrol Members 
2804. A member of the California Highway Patrol upon reasonable belief that any vehicle is being 

operated in violation of any provisions of this code or is in such unsafe condition as to endanger any 
person, may require the driver of the vehicle to stop and submit to an inspection of the vehicle, and its 
equipment, license plates, and registration card. 

DIVISION 3. REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES AND CERTIFICATES OF TITLE 

Firefighting Vehicle 
4015. Any privately owned vehicle designed or capable of being used for firefighting purposes when 

operated upon a highway only in responding to, and returning from, emergency fire calls is exempt from 
registration. 
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Fire Vehicles—Used For Fire-fighting or as Ambulances 
9104. The fees specified in this code except fees for duplicate plates, certificates, or cards need not be 

paid for any vehicle of a type subject to registration under this code owned by a public fire department 
organized as a nonprofit corporation and used exclusively for firefighting or rescue purposes or exclusively 
as an ambulance, nor for any vehicle owned by a voluntary fire department organized under the laws of 
this state and used exclusively for firefighting or rescue purposes or exclusively as an ambulance. 

DIVISION 7. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAWS 

Evidence of Financial Responsibility 
16020. (a) Every driver and every owner of a motor vehicle shall at all times be able to establish 

financial responsibility pursuant to Section 16021, and shall at all times carry in the vehicle evidence of the 
form of financial responsibility in effect for the vehicle. 

(b) "Evidence of financial responsibility" means any of the following: 
(1) The name of the insurance or surety company that issued a policy or bond for the vehicle that meets 

the requirements of Section 16056 and is currently in effect, and the number of the insurance policy or 
surety bond. 

(2) If the owner is a self-insurer, as provided in Section 16052 or a depositor, as provided in Section 
16054.2, the certificate or deposit number issued by the department. 

(3) An insurance covering note, as specified in Section 382 of the Insurance Code. 
(4) A showing that the vehicle is owned or leased by, or under the direction of, the United States or any 

public entity, as defined in Section 811.2 of the Government Code. 
(c) For purposes of this section, "evidence of financial responsibility" shall be in writing, and established 

by writing the name of the insurance company or surety company and the policy number on the vehicle 
registration card issued by the department. 

(d) For purposes of this section, "evidence of financial responsibility" also includes any of the following: 
(1) The number of an insurance policy or surety bond that was in effect at the time of the accident, if 

that information is contained in the vehicle registration records of the department. . . . 
(f) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1997. 
(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2000, or until the date determined by the 

director pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 1680, whichever is later, and as of that 
date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, which is enacted on or before January 1, 2000, deletes or 
extends that date. 

NOTE: This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2000, or until the date determined 
by the director pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 1680, whichever is later, and 
as of that date becomes inoperative and the following section becomes effective. 

16020. (a) Every driver and every owner of a motor vehicle shall at all times be able to establish 
financial responsibility pursuant to Section 16021, and shall at all times carry in the vehicle evidence of the 
form of financial responsibility in effect for the vehicle. 

(b) "Evidence of financial responsibility" means any of the following: 
(1) The name of the insurance or surety company that issued a policy or bond for the vehicle that meets 

the requirements of Section 16056 and is currently in effect, and the number of the insurance policy or 
surety bond. 

(2) If the owner is a self-insurer, as provided in Section 16052 or a depositor, as provided in Section 
16054.2, the certificate or deposit number issued by the department. 

(3) An insurance covering note, as specified in Section 382 of the Insurance Code. 
(4) A showing that the vehicle is owned or leased by, or under the direction of, the United States or any 

public entity, as defined in Section 811.2 of the Government Code. . . . 
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(d) For purposes of this section, "evidence of financial responsibility" shall be in writing, and established 
by writing the name of the insurance company or surety company and the policy number on the vehicle 
registration card issued by the department. 

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2000, or on the date determined by the director 
pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 1680, whichever is later. 

Establishing Financial Responsibility 
16021. Financial responsibility of the driver or owner is established if the driver or owner of the vehicle 

involved in an accident described in Section 16000 is: 
(a) A self-insurer under the provisions of this division. 
(b) An insured or obligee under a form of insurance or bond which complies with the requirements of 

this division and which covers the driver for the vehicle involved in the accident. 
(c) The United States of America, this state, any municipality or subdivision thereof, or the lawful agent 

thereof. 
(d) A depositor in compliance with subdivision (a) of Section 16054.2. 
(e) In compliance with the requirements authorized by the department by any other manner which 

effectuates the purposes of this chapter. 

Proof Required 
16430. Proof of financial responsibility when required by this code means proof of financial 

responsibility resulting from the ownership or operation of a motor vehicle and arising by reason of 
personal injury to, or death of, any one person, of at least fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000), and, subject 
to the limit of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for each person injured or killed, of at least thirty thousand 
dollars ($30,000) for the injury to, or the death of, two or more persons in any one accident, and for 
damages to property (in excess of five hundred dollars ($500)), of at least five thousand dollars ($5,000) 
resulting from any one accident. Proof of financial responsibility may be given in any manner authorized in 
this chapter. 

DIVISION 9. CIVIL LIABILITY 

Liability of a Public Entity 
17001. A public entity is liable for death or injury to person or property proximately caused by a 

negligent or wrongful act or omission in the operation of any motor vehicle by an employee of the public 
entity acting within the scope of his employment. 

Authorized Emergency Vehicles 
17004. A public employee is not liable for civil damages on account of personal injury to or death of 

any person or damage to property resulting from the operation, in the line of duty, of an authorized 
emergency vehicle while responding to an emergency call or when in the immediate pursuit of an actual or 
suspected violator of the law, or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm or other 
emergency call. 

Liability of Private Fire Department 
17004.5. Any private firm or corporation, or employee thereof, which maintains a fire department and 

has entered into a mutual aid agreement pursuant to Section 13855, 14095, or 14455.5 of the Health and 
Safety Code shall have the same immunity from liability for civil damages on account of personal injury to 
or death of any person or damage to property resulting from the operation of an authorized emergency 
vehicle while responding to, but not upon returning from, a fire alarm or other emergency call as is 
provided by law for the district and its employees with which the firm or corporation has entered into a 
mutual aid agreement, except when the act or omission causing the personal injury to or death of any 
person or damage to property occurs on property under the control of such firm or corporation. 
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Liability of Private Owners 
17150. Every owner of a motor vehicle is liable and responsible for death or injury to person or 

property resulting from a negligent or wrongful act or omission in the operation of the motor vehicle, in the 
business of the owner or otherwise, by any person using or operating the same with the permission, 
express or implied, of the owner. 

DIVISION 11. RULES OF THE ROAD 

Exemption of Authorized Emergency Vehicles 
21055. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle is exempt from Chapter 2 (commencing with 

Section 21350), Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 21650), Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 
21800), Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 21950), Chapter 6 (commencing with 22100), Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 22348), Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 22450), Chapter 9 (commencing 
with Section 22500), and Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650) of this division, and Article 3 
(commencing with Section 38305) and Article 4 (commencing with Section 38312) of Chapter 5 of Division 
16.5, under all of the following conditions: 

(a) If the vehicle is being driven in response to an emergency call or while engaged in rescue operations 
or is being used in the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law or is responding to, 
but not returning from, a fire alarm, except that fire department vehicles are exempt whether directly 
responding to an emergency call or operated from one place to another as rendered desirable or 
necessary by reason of an emergency call and operated to the scene of the emergency or operated from 
one fire station to another or to some other location by reason of the emergency call. 

(b) If the driver of the vehicle sounds a siren as may be reasonably necessary and the vehicle displays 
a lighted red lamp visible from the front as a warning to other drivers and pedestrians. 

A siren shall not be sounded by an authorized emergency vehicle except when required under this 
section. 

Effect of Exemption 
21056. Section 21055 does not relieve the driver of a vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for 

the safety of all persons using the highway, nor protect him from the consequences of an arbitrary 
exercise of the privileges granted in that section. 

Following Emergency Vehicles 
21706. No motor vehicle, except an authorized emergency vehicle, shall follow within 300 feet of any 

authorized emergency vehicle being operated under the provisions of Section 21055. 
This section shall not apply to a police or traffic officer when serving as an escort within the purview of 

Section 21057. 

Authorized Emergency Vehicles 
21806. Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle which is sounding a siren 

and which has at least one lighted lamp exhibiting red light that is visible, under normal atmospheric 
conditions, from a distance of 1,000 feet to the front of the vehicle, the surrounding traffic shall, except as 
otherwise directed by a traffic officer, do the following: 

(a) (1) Except as required under paragraph (2), the driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right-of-
way and shall immediately drive to the right-hand edge or curb of the highway, clear of any intersection, 
and thereupon shall stop and remain stopped until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed. 

(2) A person driving a vehicle in an exclusive or preferential use lane shall exit that lane immediately 
upon determining that the exit can be accomplished with reasonable safety. 

(b) The operator of every street car shall immediately stop the street car, clear of any intersection, and 
remain stopped until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed. 
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(c) All pedestrians upon the highway shall proceed to the nearest curb or place of safety and remain 
there until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed. 

Effect of Exemption 
21807. The provisions of Section 21806 shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized 

emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and property. 

Basic Speed Law 
22350. No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable or 

prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and width of, the highway, 
and in no event at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or property. 

Prima Facie Speed Limits 
22352. (a) The prima facie limits are as follows and shall be applicable unless changed as authorized 

in this code and, if so changed, only when signs have been erected giving notice thereof: 
(1) Fifteen miles per hour: 
(A) When traversing a railway grade crossing, if during the last 100 feet of the approach to the crossing 

the driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the crossing and of any traffic on the railway for 
a distance of 400 feet in both directions along the railway. This subdivision does not apply in the case of 
any railway grade crossing where a human flagman is on duty or a clearly visible electrical or mechanical 
railway crossing signal device is installed but does not then indicate the immediate approach of a railway 
train or car. 

(B) When traversing any intersection of highways if during the last 100 feet of the driver's approach to 
the intersection the driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the intersection and of any 
traffic upon all of the highways entering the intersection for a distance of 100 feet along all those 
highways, except at an intersection protected by stop signs or yield right-of-way signs or controlled by 
official traffic control signals. 

(C) On any alley. 
(2) Twenty-five miles per hour: 
(A) On any highway other than a state highway, in any business or residence district unless a different 

speed is determined by local authority under procedures set forth in this code. 
(B) When passing a school building or the grounds thereof, contiguous to a highway and posted with a 

standard "SCHOOL" warning sign, while children are going to or leaving the school either during school 
hours or during the noon recess period. The prima facie limit shall also apply when passing any school 
grounds which are not separated from the highway by a fence, gate or other physical barrier while the 
grounds are in use by children and the highway is posted with a standard "SCHOOL" warning sign. 

(C) When passing a senior center or other facility primarily used by senior citizens, contiguous to a 
street other than a state highway and posted with a standard "SENIOR" warning sign. A local authority is 
not required to erect any sign pursuant to this paragraph until donations from private sources covering 
those costs are received and the local agency makes a determination that the proposed signing should be 
implemented. A local authority may, however, utilize any other funds available to it to pay for the erection 
of those signs. 

(3) Thirty-five miles per hour on any highway, other than a state highway, in any moderate density 
residential district, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 22352.1, when posted with a sign giving notice 
of that speed limit, unless a different speed is determined by local authority under procedures set forth in 
this code. 

(b) This section shall remain in effect only until March 1, 2001, and as of that date is repealed, unless a 
later enacted statute, that is enacted on or before March 1, 2001, deletes or extends that date. 

NOTE: This section shall remain in effect only until March 1, 2001, and as of that date becomes 
inoperative and the following section becomes effective. 
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22352. (a) The prima facie limits are as follows and shall be applicable unless changed as authorized 
in this code and, if so changed, only when signs have been erected giving notice thereof: 

(1) Fifteen miles per hour: 
(A) When traversing a railway grade crossing, if during the last 100 feet of the approach to the crossing 

the driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the crossing and of any traffic on the railway for 
a distance of 400 feet in both directions along the railway. This subdivision does not apply in the case of 
any railway grade crossing where a human flagman is on duty or a clearly visible electrical or mechanical 
railway crossing signal device is installed but does not then indicate the immediate approach of a railway 
train or car. 

(B) When traversing any intersection of highways if during the last 100 feet of the driver's approach to 
the intersection the driver does not have a clear and unobstructed view of the intersection and of any 
traffic upon all of the highways entering the intersection for a distance of 100 feet along all those 
highways, except at an intersection protected by stop signs or yield right-of-way signs or controlled by 
official traffic control signals. 

(C) On any alley. 
(2) Twenty-five miles per hour: 
(A) On any highway other than a state highway, in any business or residence district unless a different 

speed is determined by local authority under procedures set forth in this code. 
(B) When passing a school building or the grounds thereof, contiguous to a highway and posted with a 

standard "SCHOOL" warning sign, while children are going to or leaving the school either during school 
hours or during the noon recess period. The prima facie limit shall also apply when passing any school 
grounds which are not separated from the highway by a fence, gate, or other physical barrier while the 
grounds are in use by children and the highway is posted with a standard "SCHOOL" warning sign. 

(C) When passing a senior center or other facility primarily used by senior citizens, contiguous to a 
street other than a state highway and posted with a standard "SENIOR" warning sign. A local authority is 
not required to erect any sign pursuant to this paragraph until donations from private sources covering 
those costs are received and the local agency makes a determination that the proposed signing should be 
implemented. A local authority may, however, utilize any other funds available to it to pay for the erection 
of those signs. 

(b) This section shall become operative on March 1, 2001. 

Reckless Driving 
23103. (a) Any person who drives any vehicle upon a highway in willful or wanton disregard for the 

safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless driving. 
(b) Any person who drives any vehicle in any offstreet parking facility, as defined in subdivision (d) of 

Section 12500, in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless 
driving. 

(c) Persons convicted of the offense of reckless driving shall be punished by imprisonment in the county 
jail for not less than five days nor more than 90 days or by a fine of not less than one hundred forty-five 
dollars ($145) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both fine and imprisonment, except as 
provided in Section 23104. 

Reckless Driving: Bodily Injury 
23104. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), whenever reckless driving of a vehicle proximately 

causes bodily injury to any person other than the driver, the person driving the vehicle shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days nor more than 
six months or by a fine of not less than two hundred twenty dollars ($220) nor more than one thousand 
dollars ($1,000), or by both the fine and imprisonment. 

(b) Any person convicted of reckless driving which proximately causes great bodily injury, as defined in 
Section 12022.7 of the Penal Code, to any person other than the driver, who previously has been 
convicted of a violation of Section 23103, 23104, 23109, 23152, or 23153, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison, by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days nor more 
than six months or by a fine of not less than two hundred twenty dollars ($220) nor more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000) or by both the fine and imprisonment. 
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Driving Under Influence of Alcohol or Drugs 
23152. (a) It is unlawful for any person who is under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or drug, or 

under the combined influence of any alcoholic beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle. 
(b) It is unlawful for any person who has 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood 

to drive a vehicle. 
For purposes of this article and Section 34501.16, percent, by weight, of alcohol in a person's blood is 

based upon grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath. 
In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption that the person had 0.08 

percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 
0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a chemical 
test within three hours after the driving. 

(c) It is unlawful for any person who is addicted to the use of any drug to drive a vehicle. This 
subdivision shall not apply to a person who is participating in a narcotic treatment program approved 
pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 11875) of Chapter 1 of Part 3 of Division 10.5 of the 
Health and Safety Code. 

(d) It is unlawful for any person who has 0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood 
to drive a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in Section 15210. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption that the person had 0.04 
percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 
0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a chemical 
test within three hours after the driving. 

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1992, and shall remain operative until the director 
determines that federal regulations adopted pursuant to the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 
(49 U.S.C. Sec. 2701 et seq.) contained in Section 383.51 or 391.15 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations do not require the state to prohibit operation of commercial vehicles when the operator has a 
concentration of alcohol in his or her blood of 0.04 percent by weight or more. 

(f) The director shall submit a notice of the determination under subdivision (e) to the Secretary of State, 
and this section shall be repealed upon the receipt of that notice by the Secretary of State. 

NOTE: This section remains in effect only until notice by the Secretary of State, at which time it is 
repealed and the following section becomes effective. 

23152. (a) It is unlawful for any person who is under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or drug, or 
under the combined influence of any alcoholic beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle. 

(b) It is unlawful for any person who has 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood 
to drive a vehicle. 

For purposes of this article and Section 34501.16, percent, by weight, of alcohol in a person's blood is 
based upon grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption that the person had 0.08 
percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 
0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a chemical 
test within three hours after the driving. 

(c) It is unlawful for any person who is addicted to the use of any drug to drive a vehicle. This 
subdivision shall not apply to a person who is participating in a narcotic treatment program approved 
pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 11875) of Chapter 1 of Part 3 of Division 10.5 of the 
Health and Safety Code. 

(d) This section shall become operative only upon the receipt by the Secretary of State of the notice 
specified in subdivision (f) of Section 23152, as added by Section 25 of Chapter 1114 of the Statutes of 
1989. 
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Driving Under Influence of Alcohol or Drugs Causing Injury 
23153. (a) It is unlawful for any person, while under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or drug, or 

under the combined influence of any alcoholic beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle and concurrently do 
any act forbidden by law, or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which act or neglect 
proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the driver. 

(b) It is unlawful for any person, while having 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her 
blood to drive a vehicle and concurrently do any act forbidden by law, or neglect any duty imposed by law 
in driving the vehicle, which act or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the 
driver. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption that the person had 0.08 
percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 
0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a chemical 
test within three hours after driving. 

(c) In proving the person neglected any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, it is not necessary to 
prove that any specific section of this code was violated. 

(d) It is unlawful for any person, while having 0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her 
blood to drive a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in Section 15210, and concurrently to do any act 
forbidden by law or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which act or neglect 
proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the driver. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption that the person had 0.04 
percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 
0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of performance of a chemical 
test within three hours after driving. 

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1992, and shall remain operative until the director 
determines that federal regulations adopted pursuant to the Commercial Motor Vehicle Act of 1986 (49 
U.S.C. Sec. 2701 et seq.) contained in Section 383.51 or 391.15 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations do not require the state to prohibit operation of commercial vehicles when the operator has a 
concentration of alcohol in his or her blood of 0.04 percent by weight or more. 

(f) The director shall submit a notice of the determination under subdivision (e) to the Secretary of State, 
and this section shall be repealed upon the receipt of that notice by the Secretary of State. 

NOTE: This section remains in effect only until notice by the Secretary of State, at which time it is 
repealed and the following section becomes effective. 

23153. (a) It is unlawful for any person, while under the influence of any alcoholic beverage or drug, or 
under the combined influence of any alcoholic beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle and concurrently do 
any act forbidden by law or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which act or neglect 
proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the driver. 

(b) It is unlawful for any person, while having 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her 
blood to drive a vehicle and concurrently do any act forbidden by law or neglect any duty imposed by law 
in driving the vehicle, which act or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the 
driver. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption that the person had 0.08 
percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 
0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a chemical 
test within three hours after driving. 

(c) In proving the person neglected any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, it is not necessary to 
prove that any specific section of this code was violated. 

(d) This section shall become operative only upon the receipt by the Secretary of State of the notice 
specified in subdivision (f) of Section 23153, as added by Section 30 of Chapter 1114 of the Statutes of 
1989. 
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